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Spotlight on our schools is sponsored by The Lockridge Forest Civic Association as part of their goal to keep the community informed and make a positive difference in our neighborhood.

Pinckneyville Middle School is one of two middle schools that serve the Norcross area of Gwinnett County and feed into Norcross High School.  Enrollment is approximately 1,207 students including students from more than 20 countries.  The philosophy of the school, its principal, teachers, staff, students, and parents is “Working Together to Improve Student Achievement” as they follow the mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools to pursue excellence in academic knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student.  This has resulted in measured improvements against local, national, and world-class standards.  
2006-2007 Accountability Report:

· Average attendance was 97%.
· 55% of Pinckneyville’s teachers have a Master’s degree or higher.

· On the Grade 8 Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCTs), 92.5% of Pinckneyville students passed the Reading/Language Arts test and 88.2% passed the Math test.  
· On Grade 7 Gateway Assessment, 60.7% of Pinckneyville 7th graders scored “effective” or above in Language Arts, and 62% of students achieved the same results in Math.  

· Georgia Middle Grades Writing Assessment – 88.5% of Pinckneyville 8th graders passed the test on the first try including special education students and students with limited English.  
· Pinckneyville students posted a composite total in the 65 percentile on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills.

· Based on responses to the 2005-2006 RBES Perception Survey, 76.7% of the students felt safe and secure at Pinckneyville and 97.9% of the parents felt that their students were safe and secure at school.

2005-2006 Highlights …
· Pinckneyville’s band and orchestra continue to accrue honors through the Gwinnett County Youth Orchestra, the Buckhead Youth Symphony, and the Gwinnett Kendall Honors Orchestra.

· Programs including Continuous Quality Improvement with common quarterly planning and assessments, Panther Challenge, Panther Planning, and Fast Forward are in place to further support increased student achievement and move each child toward realizing his or her individual potential. 

· As the 2003-04 year began, 99.9% of the 7th grade students were able to move into 8th grade by successfully showing mastery of the AKS curriculum.  

· Pinckneyville’s local school Spelling Bee winner competed in both the county and district competitions. 

· Pinckneyville Honors Chorus captured recognition at the District 13 Honors Chorus in Athens.

· Pinckneyville students were recognized in the People to People World Leadership Forum as Future Problem Solvers.

· Pinckneyville began a Middle Years International Baccalaureate program in the Fall of 2004.  This program is designed to further student achievement at the middle school level, as well as feed into an International Baccalaureate diploma program at Norcross High School. 

· Identification of students at risk has been completed and a Math and Language Arts support program within the school day is in place.  At the same time, an extension program for more academically successful students has been implemented to allow for both intervention and enrichment to take place in support of student achievement at all levels.  Intervention programs have helped to systemically identify and provide assistance to any student who is struggling or who may not be meeting academic standards in both Math and/or Language Arts.  In addition, an extension program for academically successful students has been implemented which encourages even higher levels of student achievement.  

Let’s take a closer look at what Pinckneyville Middle School has to offer its students and our community! 
Academics …

Pinckneyville Middle School offers a wide variety of curriculum including, Art, Band, Computer Science, Future Problem Solvers, German, French, Orchestra, PE & Health, Spanish and Technology as well as the basic curriculum of Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies.

Clubs & Activities …

Pinckneyville Middle School also offers a variety of clubs & activities for its students including, Band, Basketball, Cheerleading, Chess, Chorus, Environmental Club, International Club, Intramurals, Orchestra, Recycling, Student Council, Yearbook, and Peer Leadership.
Accelerated Reader Program …
The Accelerated Reader motivates students aged 6 to 18 to increase their reading practice by reading more and better books, while giving teachers a precise record of how much and how well each student is doing.  To use the Accelerated Reader, a student reads a book from the program's book list, and then tests his or her knowledge and comprehension by answering multiple-choice questions on a computer. The computer handles all scoring and record keeping automatically, achieving closure by immediately presenting the student with a score. Teachers are allowed to generate a wide variety of class and individual performance reports, helping them to both assess and motivate student reading. Students earn points for each book they read by successfully passing a computerized quiz on that book. These points can then be redeemed for various awards and recognition at school.

Faculty and Staff …
· Currently 100% of all Language Arts teachers have taken or are now enrolled in the Georgia Writing Institute.

· Seven additional faculty members are currently enrolled in advanced degree programs, raising the percentage of staff with a Master’s Degree or higher to over 60%

· All core curriculum faculty have implemented the Continuous Quality Improvement model with common quarterly assessments.  A school-wide mentoring program has been created to support student achievement and monitor quarterly grades.
Business Partners …
Pinckneyville Middle School has several business partners contributing to the support of the school and success of its students and staff.  Noted companies include Arby’s, Atlanta Bread Company, Barnes & Noble, Chick-fil-A, Chili’s, Coca-Cola, The Forum, Imagix, Kroger, Lifetouch, Outback & Publix.

Your interest in Pinckneyville Middle School is appreciated, and you are always invited to visit and marvel at the exemplary academic and extra-curricular programs.  Nancy Martin is Pinckneyville’s Principal and her door, phone and email are always open to you to communicate your desires and wishes for your child’s education.  
Pinckneyville Middle School is located at 5440 W. Jones Bridge Road, Norcross, GA  30092, 770-263-0860 or you can visit them on the web at http://www.pinckneyvillemiddle.org.

To learn more about other schools in the Lockridge Forest Community, please visit our website at www.lockridgeforest.org.  
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