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Spotlight on our schools is sponsored by The Lockridge Forest Civic Association as part of their goal to keep the community informed and make a positive difference in our neighborhood.

Peachtree Elementary School’s motto of “Believe and Achieve” is the philosophy and guiding force of the school, its principal, teachers, and staff as they believe all students can and will achieve.  With over forty countries represented at Peachtree (be sure to look for the “Hall of Flags” when you visit), the students have many opportunities to experience the similarities of different cultures.  The strength and character of the school lies largely in its diversity.  The children learn within an environment that respects individual learning styles and fosters their journey to become confident and competent students.  Expectations are high for all children to perform at and above expectations.  The desire is for all children to take pride in being respectful, responsible, and caring citizens.  The Peachtree staff oversees the implementation of their county curriculum by ensuring that learning is focused, challenging, and engaging.  Ownership for a child's success belongs to everyone: parents, staff, students, and the community at large.   Peachtree is a great place to begin your child’s future and for you to become actively involved in the school.  
Peachtree believes …

· That all children should learn and achieve at a mastery level.
· That an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust improves the quality of school and learning for students, teachers, and parents. 
· That each student is a valued individual with unique intellectual, physical, social, emotional, and cultural needs. 
· That teachers should meet the individual needs of students by allowing for a variety of instructional approaches and assessment opportunities. 
· That their commitment to continuous improvement will enhance their teaching and increase the students’ achievement. 

2006-2007 Accountability Report:

· 1,322 students enrolled.
· Average attendance was 97%.
· 52% of Peachtree’s Teachers were certified with a Master’s Degree, 39% with a Bachelor’s Degree, 19% with a Specialist’s Degree, and 1% with a Doctoral Degree.

· Grade 4 Gateway Assessment – Language Arts 81% Excellent or Effective, Mathematics 70.7% Excellent or Effective.

· Grade 5 Georgia Writing Test/Gateway Assessment – 94.2% of Peachtree 5th graders passed the writing Gateway on the first try including special education students and students with limited English. 

· Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) – 87% of Grade 3 students passed the Reading/Language Arts test and 83% of Grade 5 students passed the Reading/Language Arts and 85% passed the Mathematics test.  The school made AYP by meeting all the state’s academic goals, testing participation requirements, and attendance standards.  
· 89.9% of students agreed or strongly agreed that they felt safe and secure at Peachtree.
· 95.1% of parents agreed or strongly agree that their child’s school was safe and secure.
Your interest in Peachtree Elementary School is appreciated, and you are always invited to visit and marvel at the exemplary academic and extra-curricular programs.  Jean Loethen-Payne is Peachtree’s Principal and her door, phone and email are always open to communicate with you about your desires and wishes for your child’s education.  
Peachtree Elementary School is located at 5995 Crooked Creek Road, Norcross, GA  30092, 770-448-8710 or you can visit them on the web at www.peachtreees.org.  
Let’s take a closer look at what Peachtree Elementary has to offer its students and our community! 

2005-2006 Highlights …
· Peachtree Elementary was awarded the Title I Distinguished School Award for academic achievement.

· The PTSA organized Fine Arts, Literacy and Science Nights as well as the International Block Party which celebrates the school’s ethnic diversity.
· The Parent Center provided classes and training to help parents support their students with homework, projects, and study skills as well as English classes and technology training for parents.

· Horizons is a program for high-achieving students which exposes them to higher-level content with a focus on the world.

· Peachtree has participated in a school-wide Junior Achievement Program with EMS Technologies for 6 years.

· Peachtree participates in the Media Festival each year with 33 entries created by 133 students this year.  Thirty of these entries went to the Gwinnett County competition, resulting in 27 winners and 22 of them competing on the state level.  Eight entries were International Media Festival winners.

Awards and Achievements …

· In 2005-2006, Peachtree had 10 First Place winners in the International Media Festival and in 2004-2005, 20 Peachtree Students were winners.  One of the 2004-2005 winners is from our own Lockridge Forest!

· At the state level of competition in 2004-2005, Peachtree had one entry in the Young Georgia Author’s Writing Competition, and two entries in the Georgia PTA Reflections contest.
· In the Student’s Media Festival, Peachtree had six State and one International award for 2003-2004.
· Peachtree celebrated 30 Winners in the Gwinnett County Media Festival in 2003-2004.  One of those celebrated winners is from Lockridge Forest.

· Students participated in Geography Bees, Spelling Bees, Destination Imagination, and Olympiads in Science and Math.  Peachtree had one 1st place winner and one runner up from the Geography Bee in 2004-2005.

· Since 1995, Peachtree 3rd and 5th grade FOCUS classes have participated in the NASA/NSTA (National Science Teachers Association) project that promotes critical thinking, problem solving, communication, and collaboration.  Entries were judged by teams of scientists, engineers, journalists, and other professionals at the Kennedy Space Center.   In 2005-2006, 3rd grade teams won 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards and a 5th grade team won a 2nd place award.  This makes a total of 36 awarded teams from Peachtree, and some of these winners were from our own Lockridge Forest!

· 80 Students in grades 4-5 qualified for Duke University’s Motivation for Academic Performance Program in 2004-2005.

· Peachtree students read approximately 42,000 books in 2004-2005.

· The 2002-2003 school year celebrated many awards including the AeA Southeast Spirit of Endeavor Award – Outstanding Innovation by an Educational Institution.  The award was presented by the American Electronics Association.  AeA is the nation’s largest high-tech trade association representing more than 3,000 companies with 1.8 million employees. 

· Peachtree’s most prestigious award came in the 1996-1997 school year when they were recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.  That was National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence!

	Cultural Arts …  

Throughout the year, Peachtree students in all grades attend special presentations in the fine arts.   Programs have included children's artist Michael White, the Peachtree Brass, and the World Music players.


	International Block Party …  

Peachtree celebrated the diversity of the school with an annual International Block Party. Performers share traditional dances, songs, and stories from around the world. Food vendors serve a variety of international fare. 


	Care Team …  

Each year Peachtree's Care Team assists students and their families with many necessary items.   Students are actively involved as a learning experience.

	Winter in Candyland …  

Another tradition at Peachtree is Candyland. Each December, the 1st grade students build candy houses and create delightful and delicious villages. 


	Celebrate Me …  

Each year 5th grade students learn about their families' history through a unit on immigration. The students share what they have learned with their families and schoolmates through the Celebrate Me performance. They sing and dance and enjoy traditional foods from the countries of their heritage.


	Peachtree Pals…  

EMS-Technologies have brought the Junior Achievement project to Peachtree students.  Peachtree is also very grateful to Women's Enrichment Ministry from Peachtree Corners Baptist Church Publix, Target, and Kroger for their support.  




To learn more about other schools in the Lockridge Forest Community, please visit our website at www.lockridgeforest.org.  

Spotlight on our Schools … getting to know the schools in the Lockridge Forest Community …








Peachtree Elementary School


“Believe and Achieve”





As a school community, parents and staff work together with students to develop confident, competent problem solvers, and caring, responsible, and respectful citizens. 
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