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Spotlight on our schools is sponsored by The Lockridge Forest Civic Association as part of their goal to keep the community informed and make a positive difference in our neighborhood.

Norcross High School was founded in 1827 and has had several buildings and locations but moved into its current building in 2001 on Spalding Drive.  The current student population is just over 2,700 students and represents approximately 20 countries (be sure to look for the “Hall of Flags” in the main entry).  Norcross High’s motto – “Achieving Excellence on the Wings of Diversity” – illustrates the school’s focus on excellence in academics, community service, and athletics from the culturally diverse student body.  NHS is the only high school in Gwinnett County to offer the highly acclaimed International Baccalaureate program. There were over 250 students enrolled in the International Baccalaureate program for 2003-2004, 290 students for 2004-2005, and has increased steadily to 625 for the 2006-2007 school year.
2006-2007 Accountability Report: 
· 2,736 students are enrolled.

· Average attendance was 95%. 

· Approximately 85% of Norcross High’s teachers were certified with a Master’s Degree or higher.

· 70 additional students enrolled in Advanced Placement classes and the number of AP exams taken by Norcross students increased by 5%.  64.4% of the AP exams taken by Norcross students received a 3 or higher.  
· 90% of Norcross International Baccalaureate students passed their IB exams.    
· The Class of 2006 had 475 graduates with 95 honor graduates and 93% of the class going on to college.  This senior class had 238 students who took 648 Advanced Placement classes during their years at Norcross.  

· Out of the 89% of the seniors taking the SAT, Norcross SAT averages are 520 for Critical Reading, 538 for Math, 504 for Writing with the average total score of 1562.  The Georgia average SAT score is 1477 and the national average SAT score (with 48% of students taking the test) is 1518.

· On the High School Gateway, Norcross students scored 23.6% excellent or effective in Science (63.6% passing), 26.1% excellent or effective in Social Studies (75.1% passing), 27.3% excellent or effective in Language Arts/Science (82.3% passing), and 22.1% excellent or effective in Language Arts/Social Studies.  

· Based on responses to the 2005-2006 RBES Perception Survey, 81.7% of Norcross students felt safe and secure at school and 95.8% of the parents felt that the school was safe and secure.  

2005-2006 Highlights…     
· NHS had 25 students who were named National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists. 

· Twenty-two students became members of the “Dorothy Lewis 800 Club” for having scored a perfect 800 on at least one section of the SAT or PSAT.  In the class of 2004 NHS had 22 seniors who had perfect scores on the SAT or PSAT exams. 
· A Norcross High student was named a Presidential Scholar. 

· NHS was given the prestigious Access to Education Award from the College Board for its success in the AP program. NHS was selected over every public and private school in Georgia. 

· Norcross High was recognized as one of the top 1,000 schools in the nation by Newsweek magazine, ranking 615 in 2005-2006 (up from 695 in 2004-2005).  
· NHS Orchestra was named a Championship Orchestra at the National Strings Teachers Convention.  

· Brent Henderson was named the Georgia Secondary Counselor of the Year. 

· NHS holds an annual “Taste of Norcross High” event, and the first event that brought over 3500 guests to the school and netted the booster clubs $60,000 to assist students who participate in these extra curricular programs.  Eighty thousand dollars was raised in the latest “Taste of Norcross High” event.  
· Norcross High students raised $112,000 for the American Cancer Society Relay for Life and were recognized as the top team in the Southeast and the United States.  
Athletic Highlights… 

· Norcross Football team was the only undefeated 7AAAAA team in the state of Georgia and was the 7AAAAA Region Champions.  The team competed in the State Quarterfinals in Warner Robbins, Georgia.  

· NHS Boys Varsity Basketball Team won the State AAAAA Championship, and the Junior Varsity Team won the Region AAAAA Tournament. 

· Norcross Boys Track Team won the 7AAAAA regional competition and the Girls Track Team was runner-up in the 7AAAAA regional competition. 

The incredible Norcross High community of students, parents, teachers, and community members ensures that Norcross High will continue to be a school where accomplishments like those above will continue to flourish.  Norcross High School has an immense course catalog to challenge and encourage the students to explore and excel.  The school offers 22 Advanced Placement courses and the International Baccalaureate program in addition to multiple skill levels in the Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies classes.  The extra curricular courses offered at Norcross High include Marketing, Drafting, Art, Chorus, Orchestra, Band, Computer Science (including Visual Basic, Java, and Cisco Networking classes), Business, Accounting, and Foreign Language (French, German, Latin, and Spanish).   
Athletics are also encouraged at Norcross High School with teams in baseball, basketball, cheerleading, cross country, football, golf, roller hockey, soccer, softball, swim and dive, tennis, track and field, volleyball, and wrestling.  

Your interest in Norcross High School is appreciated, and you are always invited to visit and marvel at the exemplary academic and extra-curricular programs. Mr. Patterson’s door, phone and email are always open to communicate with you about your desires and wishes for your child’s education. Together with you, the mission continues of making Norcross High School one of the best schools in our state and country.  
Norcross High School is located at 5300 Spalding Drive, Norcross, GA 30092, 770-448-3674 or you can visit them on the web at www.norcrosshigh.org.   A calendar of scheduled events for students and the community can be found on the website.  Parents can also receive copies of the Blue Devil bulletin and electronic messages by grade level by signing up on the Norcross High School website.   
We hope you enjoyed this edition of spotlight on Norcross High School.  For additional information about the other schools for our neighborhood, please visit www.lockridgeforest.org.    
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